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ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 

(Printed by order of Council.) 



1. Besults of the Examinations of 1870 for the Prize Medals offered hy 

the Royal Geographical Society to the principal PMic Schools of the 

United Kingdom; and Programme for 1871. 

List of Schools invited to compete in 1870. 

English Schools. — St. Peter's College, Eadley, Abingdon ; King Edward's 
Scbool, Birmingham ; Brighton College ; Cathedral Grammar School, Chester ; 
Cheltenham College ; Clifton College ; Dulwich College ; Eton College ; Hailey- 
bury College; Harrow; Hurstpierpoint ; Liverpool College ; Liverpool Institute; 
London, — Charter House ; Christ's Hospital ; City of London School ; King's 
College School; St. Paul's; University College School ; Westminster School 
Koyal Naval School, New Cross ; — Manchester School ; Marlborough College 
University School, Nottingham ; Bepton ; Bossall ; Kv^by ; King's School 
Sherborne ; Shoreham ; Shrewsbury ; Uppingham School ; Wellington College 
Winchester School. 

Scotch Schools. — Aberdeen Grammar School ; Edinburgh Academy ; Edin- 
burgh High School; Glasgow High School. 

Jrish Schools. — Koyal Academical Institute, Belfast ; Ennis College ; Portora 
Eoyal School, Enniskillen ; Dungannon Royal School ; Foyle College, London- 
derry ; Rathfarnham, St. Columba's College. 

Nineteen of the above Schools furnished competitors, according to the 
following list, in which is entered the number of candidates in political and 
physical geography from each school : — 

Physical. 
King Edward's School, Birmingham .. .. 1 

Cheltenham College 2 

Clifton College, Clifton 2 

Haileybury College 1 

Liverpool College 3 



Liverpool Institute 1 

Charter-house School 1 

City of London School 4 

University College School, London .. .. 1 

Dulwich College 4 

Westminster School 2 

Manchester Grammar School 3 

University School, Nottingham 1 

Eossall School, Fleetwood .... .. .. 4 

King's School, Sherborne 4 

Glasgow High School 

Royal Academical Institute, Belfast . . . . 3 

Ennis College 1 

Portora Royal School 



Total 



38* 



Political. 

1 
3 
I 
3 
1 

4 

4 
1 
2 
2 

4 

1 

1 
1 

29* 



* Of these the following were withdrawn through illness or other causes : — ^Three in 
Physical (Belfast R. Acad. Instit., Clifton Coll., and King's School, Sherborne), and two 
in Political (Haileybury Coll. and Glasgow High School) ; leaving the numbers actually 
competing thirty-five and twenty-seven respectively. 
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The Examiners appointed by the Council for 1870 were the Very Rev. J. S. 
Howson, D.D., Dean of Chester, for Political, and Mr. A. R. Wallace, f.k.g.s., 
for Physical Geography ; the papers set by these gentlemen were as below. 
The examinations were held at the various schools, on the 28th of March, and 
the results were announced at the Anniversary Meeting of the Society on the 
23rd of May. 



PHYSICAL GEOGKAPHY. 
No. 1 Examination Papeb. 

A. — Configuration of the Earth. 

1. What are the distances in geographical miles between the following places, 

measured in a direct line ? (a). London and Gibraltar ; (6). London 
and Naples; (c). London and Iceland; (d). London and Vienna; («)■. 
Calcutta and Jeddo ; (/). Cape Horn and New Zealand ; (g). Natal and 
Swan River ? 

2. What places lie on a straight line (or great circle) drawn as follows: 

(a). From London to Alexandria; (6). From Calcutta to Sydney; (c). 
From Halifax to Mexico City ? 

3. Draw a section along a straight line between the following places : — 

(a). London and Gibraltar; (6). Washington and San Francisco. On 
these sections give the great features of the country ; such as the pro- 
portion of land and sea, the positions and altitudes of rivers, plains, and 
mountains. 

4. What is the relative extent of the following districts, as compared with 

Great Britain ? The Sahara, the Prairies of North America, the great 
inland basin of Central Asia, and the inland busin of the Great Salt and 
other lakes in North America? 

5. What are the altitudes, in feet, of the following mountains, plateaux, &c. ? 

The Alleghany Mountains, Lake Superior, Lake Baikal, Lake Titicaca, 
plateau of the Cassiquiare ? 

B. — General Physical Cteograpliy. 

6. State how the distribution of heat over the globe is estimated, and the tem- 

perature of different places compared. 

7. Name the districts of greatest and least mean temperature in proportion to 

latitude in the Northern Hemisphere. 

8. What is meant by the distribution of Magnetism over the Earth ? 

9. Define the magnetic poles and equator, and give their position. 

10. State the chief contrasts in the distribution of rain over the globe. 

1 1 . Name the districts where the following minerals occur most abundantly : 

tin, copper, coal, diamonds. 

12. What families of plants are most exclusively tropical? 

1 3. What regions are most remarkable for the abundance of peculiar plants they 

contain ? 

14. Taking the old geographical divisions — Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, 

South America, Australia — state how far these are characterised by pecu- 
liar animal productions. 

).'>. Give the native country of the Yak, Tapir, Howling Monkey, Toucans, 
Hombills, Cassowaries, Golden Pheasant, and Wild Turkey. 

16. Name six islands which are remarkable for their peculiar animal productions, 
and particularise one animal confined to each of them. 

Note. — The word "animal" is meant to include all forms of animal life as 
distinguished from plants. 
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No. 2 Examination Paper. 

Thysieal Geography of India. 

1. Describe the natural boundaries of India, and give its chief dimensions and 

area as compared with Great Britain. 

2. What are the great natural diyisions of India, as regards surface-contour and 

elcTation ? 

3. Give the length, width, altitude, and chief physical features of the Hima- 

layan Mountains. 

4. Give the directions and altitudes of the chief mountain-ranges of the Indian 

Peninsula, and the position of its chief table-lands. 

5. Describe the position and extent of the great plain of India ; give its area, 

and the amount of depression that would convert the Indian Peninsula 
into an island. 

6. Name the chief rivers of Southern India, their positions and comparative size. 

7. Give the position, shape, dimensions, and altitude of Ceylon. 

8. Describe the position and general physical features of Bootan, Cashmere, 

Sinde, and Malabar. 

9. Describe, generally, the climate of the Punjab, Simla, Darjeeling, Calcutta, 

and Mysore. 

10. What are the great divisions of India as regards vegetation, and what are its 

botanical relations to other parts of the world ? 

1 1 . What animals or groups of animals are characteristic, respectively, of Northern 

India, Southern India, and Ceylon ? 

1 2. What are the chief races of man inhabiting India? 



POLITICAL GEOGEAPHY. 
No. 1 Examination Paper. 

General. 

1. What is meant by great-circle sailing? What are its advantages, and, in 

some eases, its disadvantages? Illustrate your answer by voyages from 
Melbourne to Cape Horn, and from Cape Horn to Canton. What are the 
lengths of these two voyages in geographical miles ? When does a rhumb 
line coincide with an arc of a great circle ? What are the characteristic 
differences between a nautical chart and a common map ? What is Mer- 
cator's Projection ? 

2. What is the length of a degree of longitude at the Equator, at the Tropics, 

and in the latitude of London ? What is the difference of time between 
noon at Moscow and noon at Valparaiso ? What are the special pheno- 
mena of Day and Night and of Summer and Winter within the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles ? 

3. How has the progress of human enterprise and civilization been facilitated 

or impeded by the long slope and short slope of the great masses of land 
in the Continents of Asia and North America? Draw sections — of the 
former from the mouth of the Lena to Cape Comorin, and of the latter 
from San Francisco to New York. 

4. Compare Europe and Africa, in regard to their relative proportions of area 

to coast-line. Give the relative sizes of the following islands: — Sicily, 
Java, St. Helena, Elba, and the Isle of Wight; and of the following 
lakes: — Windermere, Iiadoga, the Dead Sea, Como, and Lake Superior; 
also the relative lengths of the Thames, the Volga, the Loire, the Oronoco, 
and the Elbe, and the relative heights of Mount Ararat, Chimborazo, 
Snowdon, and the Brocken. 

5. Draw a map of the Gxilf of Mexico and the Carribbean Sea, inserting the 

West India Islands and noting the political powers to which they severally 
belong. In this map insert some parallels of latitude and some meridians 
of longitude, and state what parts of the Old World are intersected by the 
former. 

VOL. XIV. T 
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6. Enumerate in order the counties of Ireland which touch the sea, following 

the coast-line, and naming also in succession the principal bays and pro- 
montories. When was Ireland divided into counties, and what is the 
meaning of the word "pale" in Irish history? 

7. What are the chief coalfields of England ? What are their respective charac- 

teristics, and what predominant manufactures are connected with each ? 

8. Describe (or exhibit on a map) the Provinces of France which were under 

the rule of England at the end of the reign of King Henry II., stating in 
each case how we obtained possession of them, and how they ultimately 
passed from our hands. What were the last remnants of our French 
possessions ? 

9. What traces have been left on the map of Europe, and in the European 

languages, of the incursions of the Barbarians in the fifth century ? What 
great movements of population are now going on in the Continent of 
North America? What are their causes, and what do you expect their 
results to be ? 

10. Trace historically the geographical import of the words Asia, Italy, Adriatic, 

Scotland. What do you mean by Germany and the German Empire? 
What is the historical meaning of the words Maryland, Louisiana, Caro- 
lina, Natal, and Sodor ? 

11. Where are the following places: — Navarino, Blenheim, Kheims, Gaeta, 

Varna, Khartoum, Ravenna, Port Mahon, Aden, Sarawak, Bahia, Arch- 
angel, Granada, CuUoden, Ballarat? and what circumstances of historical 
interest are connected with any of them ? 

12. Give an accurate account of the following products -.—cochineal, mace, coral, 

isinglass, coir, doves, lac, hemp, madder, argols, sulphur, saltpetre, cobalt, 
camphor, and linseed. Whence are they obtained, and to what purposes 
are they applied ? 

13. Name in order the principal seaports which a vessel would pass in coasting 

along the shores of the Mediterranean from Gibraltar to Trieste. Com- 
pare the populations of the chief cities which you name. 

14. Enumerate the chief passes of the Alps from Monte Viso to the Ortler Spitz. 

What are the respective elevations of these passes ? What are the chief 
modes of communication across them ? Between what separate nationalities 
and what political powers is this part of the chain of the Alps the boundary 
line? 

15. What do we gain by having possession of the Falkland Islands and the 

Mauritius? Where are they ? Who discovered them, and when ? Describe 
the circumstances under which they came into our possession. What are 
the political divisions of the continent of Australia? What are their 
boundary lines, and what part of South America covers the same range of 
latitude? 

16. Explain the following terms: — climate, horizon, oasis, atoU, delia, plateau, 

glacier, wave, Fauna, mistral, steppe, isothermal line and cotidal line. 
Illustrate any part of your answer by drawing. 

No. 2 Examination Papee. 

India. 

1. Sketch a map of India from the mouth of the Brahmaputra to the mouth 

of the Indus, and from the Hindoo-Koosh to Point de Galle, marking 
the boundary lines of latitude and longitude, inserting the principal rivers 
and their affluents, indicating also the elevated and alluvial lands, and 
carefully tracing the general watershed from Simla to Cape Comorin. 

2. What are the respective characteristics of the Eastern and Western Ghauts, 

and what is the mean elevation of the Deccan ? What is the length of the 
course of the Ganges ? What is the highest ground in Ceylon ? What ig 
the distance round the coast from Bombay to Madras, and how far is each 
of these two points in a straight line from Calcutta ? 

3. Describe the characteristic features of Benares, the Southern Hydrabad, 

Umritsir, and Kandy, as regards situation and outward aspect, archi- 
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tectare, costume, and social and religious life. Illustrate any part of year 
answer by drawing. 

4. Describe the circumstances under which Oudh and Assam came into onr 

possession. In what political relation do we stand at present to the 
Mysore ? What are the areas, respectively, of these three territories, and 
what their peculiarities ? 

5. Enumerate in order the rivers of the Punjab. Describe, with dates, the chief 

military invasions which have crossed this territory from the West. Give 
the circumstances and the positions of the principal battles which have 
taken place between the Sutlej and Delhi. 

6. How is the supreme government of British India now constituted? How 

many separate local administrations are there in direct communication 
with this supreme government ? and how many of them are invested with 
the power of passing laws ? 

7. How, in your opinion, is the success of the Suez Canal likely to affect the 

trade of India, the probable development of the railway system being taken 
into account ? What railways are now made, or are in progress, in that 
country? 

8. If you were to fix upon a position foi" the capital of India, what part of the 

country would you select ? State fully the circumstances you would take 
into account in making such a choice. 

9. What are the chief districts which produce indigo, riee, jute, opium, cotton, 

coffee, and tea ? Do the imports of India usually exceed the exports, or 
the reverse? How is the balance redressed in the course of trade? 
With what other countries besides England does India now carry on an 
active trade ? 

10. What are the leaditig distinctions of race in the inhabitants of India ? Which 

races seem to have occupied the ground first, and where are they found 
now ? Give a popular classification of the languages of India. 

11. Give the derivations and meanings of the words India, Bimalaya, Voab, 

Neitgherry, Cavmpoor, Coromandel ; also of the words Pariee, Nabob, 
Bajah, Caste, Sepoy, Mogul. 

12. What is known or conjectured of the relations of King Solomon and King 

Alfred with India? What are the earliest voyages of which we have 
record, round the Cape of Good Hope to that country? What is meant 
by " the wealth of Ormuz and of Ind " (' Par. Lost,' ii. 2) ? Whence did 
the West Indies derive their name? Explain: "He does smile his fece 
into more lines than are in the new map with the augmentation of the 
Indies" ('Twelfth Night,' iii. 3). 



I. 
Report to the Council, by the Bxamineb in Physical Geogeaphy 

FOB 1870. 
" Gentlemen, — The following are the names of the successful candidates 
in this year's examination : — 

Medailisfs. 
GoIdUedsl .. Gboege Geey Butlee .. .. Liverpool College. 
Bronze Hedal .. Maetin Stewaet BossaU School. 

Honourably Mentioned. 

Equal /William HiKD Cheltenham College. 

^ \ George Hughes Liverpool Institute. 

3. Frederick Joseph Becklbt . . King's School, Sherborne, 
i. Pbedbkick William Hunt . . . . University College School. 

6. Eenbst 0. Thomas Manchester Gratmnar School. 

" The most characteristic feature of the papers submitted to me is the very 
general superiority of those on the special to those on the general subject. 

T 2 
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Even those candidates who show an almost complete ignorance of general 
physical geography, have got up the subject of India, so as to answer a con- 
siderable number of the questions with tolerable accuracy. 

" Out of the 35 papers on Physical Geography, only about 15 showed 
any competent knowledge of the subject ; the remainder appearing to be 
written by boys who had not been properly prepared, and were very ignorant 
of what was required. Many have no clear notion of what is meant by 
Physical, as distinguished from Political Geography, as evinced by giving 
' healthiness ' or ' unhealthiness ' as a suflScient description of the climate of 
a place. Several do not know what a section means, and instead of drawing 
one, write long descriptions of the line of section. Almost all give lists of 
cultivated products as a sufficient description of the vegetation of a district. 

" It might, perhaps, be advisable to make these deficiencies known, at 
least to the masters of the competing schools, in order that they might not in 
future waste their time in superintending the examination of boys who have 
no possible chance of success. 

" The questions most imperfectly answered by all the candidates are those 
which relate to the geographical distribution of plants, animals, and the races 
of mankind : a circumstance which is, no doubt, to be attributed to the very 
imperfect manner in which these subjects are treated, not only in school 
geographies, but also in works of much higher pretensions. Notwithstanding 
a note to the effect that the word ' animals ' included the whole animal king- 
dom, most of the candidates appeared to understand it as applying exclusively 
to mammalia, and more especially to the larger domesticated mammalia. 

" The prize papers, are, however, very good, and are well deserving of the 
honour they have achieved. That of the Gold Medallist in particular is 
excellent, not only for the amount of information well and clearly expressed 
in it, but also for the accuracy and beauty of its sketch-maps and sections, 
and its general neatness of execution, which latter quahty, however, has had 
no weight in determining the high position it has attained, which is due 
solely to its other merits. That which has gained the Bronze Medal, although 
undoubtedly somewhat inferior, is also very good ; and both these stand at a 
considerably higher level of excellence than those which follow them, and 
whose writers are deemed worthy of honourable mention. It is to be remarked 
that the two prizemen stood first and second respectively in the list of 
honourable mentions last year. 

" Out of the seventeen schools which have competed in Physical Geography 
this year, only seven are worthy of special mention, as shown in the following 

"*'' • Number of 

Candidates. 

Liverpool College 3 Gold Medal, two inferior. 

Eossall School 4 Bronze Medal, one good, two inferior. 

Cheltenham College .. .. 2 First and fifth of honourable mentions. 
Liverpool Institute .. .. 1 First honourable mention. 
King's Scliod, Sherborne . ■ 4 Third honourable mention, two inferior. 
University College Sdiool . . 1 Fourth honourable mention. 
Manchester Grammar School 3 Sixth honourable mention, two good. 

" May 5th, 1870. Alfked K. Wallace, 

" Examiner in Physical Geography." 



II. 
Eeport to the Council, bv the Examikeb in Political Geogbapht, 1870. 
" Gentlemen, — I have the honour to report that out of the twenty-seven 
candidates whose papers have been submitted to me, the first and second in 
order of merit are : — 
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Oold Hedal .. .. Geobgb William Gent .. .. Boisall School. 
Bronze Hedal .. Jambs Henby Collins .. .. Liverpool College. 

" To these, accordingly, I have awarded the gold and bronze medals respect- 
ively. Those whom I have placed next in order, are as follow : — 

1. Edwabd Okabb Maneheeter Grammar School. 

{William Gkundy BossaU School. 
George Hogeen Univertity School, Nottingham. 
J. D. MuBBAY Clifton College. 

5. Habold Bailey Dixon .. .. Westminster School. 
The interval being considerable between the first of these and remaining four. 

" As regards the competitors in general, I observe that many of them give, 
correctly and well, such statistical information as can be obtained from books. 
In knowledge of this kind, probably, the second medallist is quite equal to 
the first ; but in perception of the true interest of geographical study, and in 
general grasp of the whole subject, the Gold Medallist appears to me far 
superior to all the other candidates. I may be permitted to mention two 
defects which strike me as evident in most of the papers. Few of the candi- 
dates seem to appreciate the importance of geography as illustrative of history ; 
and there is a general inability to make easy use of drawing in elucidation of 
geographical facts. And yet these combinations in the method of instruction 
are usually found very attractive to boys. 

" Turning now from the candidates to their places of education, I am much 
struck by the circumstance that again the highest honours have been obtained 
by Lancashire schools. This is itself a geographical fact of some interest, and 
I may be allowed to have the pleasure of adding further that the groups of 
boys to whom the two successful candidates belong, convey the impression 
that the geographical teaching in Itossall School * and Liverpool College is 
very good. The total number of schools which have furnished the twenty- 
seven candidates is twelve, viz., Cheltenham College ; Clifton College ; Dulwich 
College ; Ennis College ; Liverpool College ; Liverpool Institute ; Manchester 
Qrammar School; Portora Royal School, Enniskillen; Eossall School; 
University School, Nottingham; City of London School; and Westminster 
School. 

" Chester, May 11th, 1870. J. S. Howson, 

" Examiner in Political Oeography." 



PEOGEAMME FOE 1871. 

The Council of the Society have satisfaction in repeating the offer of Prize 
Medals for the ensuing year, and have invited the following Schools to take 
part in the competition : — 

List of Schools invited to compete in 1871. 
English Schools. — St. Peter's College, Eadley, Abingdon ; King Edward's 
School, Birmingham ; Brighton College ; Cathedral Grammar School, Chester ; 
Cheltenham College ; Clifton College ; Dulwich College ; Eton College ; 
Haileybury College ; Harrow ; Hurstpierpoint ; Liverpool College ; Liverpool 
Institute ; London, — Charter House ; Christ's Hospital ; City of London 
School ; King's College School ; St. Paul's ; University College School ; West- 
minster School ; Royal Naval School, New Cross ; — Manchester School ; 

* Note hy the Editor. — The Head Master of Rossall ascribes the success of his 
boys to their unaided efforts, no special instruction in Political Geography having 
been given. 
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Marlborougli College ; University School, Nottingham ; Eepton ; Eossall ; 
Eugby ; King's School, Sherborne ; Shoreham ; Shrewsbury ; Uppingham 
School ; Wellington College ; Winchester School. 

Scotch Schools. — Aberdeen Grammar School ; Edinburgh Academy ; Edin- 
bm^h High School ; Glasgow High School. 

Irish Schools. — Boyal Academical Institute, Belfast; Dungannon Eoyal 
School ; Ennis College ; Portora Eoyal School, Enniskillen ; Poyle College, 
Londonderry ; Eathfamham, St. Columba's College. 

Syllabus of Examinations for the Prize Medals of the Eoyal Geographical 
Society in 1871. 

Examination in Physical Geogeapht. 
This Examination will take place simultaneously at the several invited 
Schools, at the same hours and under precisely the same regulations as those 
in Political Geography. 

No. 1 Examination Pajier will consist of questions on the following 
subjects : — 

A. Configuration of the Earth, as learnt by careful study of a globe. 
What are the distances, speaking roughly, between such remote places as may 
be specified ? What places of importance lie on the direct lines between them, 
and what is the section along each ? What are the relative size, elevation, 
&c., speaking roughly, of such well-known districts, mountains, and rivers, as 
may be specified ? 

B. General Physical Geography. — Distribution of land and sea, forests, 
plateaux, glaciers, volcanoes, man, animals, plants, and minerals, oceanic, 
meteorological, and magnetic phenomena. 

*»* Extra marks will be allowed for sketches, but only so far as they are 
effective illustrations of what cannot otherwise be easily expressed. No marks 
will be given for neatness of execution, apart from accuracy. 

No. 2 Examination Paper will consist wholly of questions on a special 
subject. 

The special subject appointed for 1871 is — 

The Physical Geography of British North America (exclusive of the Arctic 
Regions^ 

Examination in Political Geography. 

This Examination will take place simultaneously at the several invited 
Schools, according to printed regulations (which will be forwarded in due 
time), on the fourth Monday in March, 1871, and will consist of two papers 
of three hours each ; the one to be answered between 9 and 12 a.m., and the 
other between 2 and 5 p.m. 

No. 1 Examination Paper will consist of questions on the following 
subjects : — 

A. Descriptive Geography. — Explanation of latitude and longitude. What 
are the distances in geographical miles, speaking roughly, and as learnt by 
the careful study of a globe, between such remote places as may be specified? 
What places of importance lie on the direct line between them ? What is 
the relative size, speaking roughly, of such well-known countries, mountains, 
and rivers, as may be specified? 

B. Historical Geography. — Embracing (1) the boundaries of states and 
empires at diiferent historical periods ; (2) the chief lines of commerce, ancient 
and modern ; (3) the influence of geographical features and conditions upon 
the distribution of races and political history of mankind. 

No. 2 Examination Paper will consist wholly of questions on a special 
subject. 
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The special subject appointed for 1871 is — 

Geography of British North America (exclusive of the Arctic Regions), 
•descriptive and historical. 

*,* Extra marks will be allowed for maps and sketches, but only so far as 
they are effective illustrations of what cannot otherwise be easily expressed. 
No marks will be given for neatness of execution, apart from accuracy. 



5. — Beport on the Smz Canal. By Captain Eichaeds, e.n., f.e.s., 
Hydrographer to the Admiralty, and Lieut.-Colonel Claeke, c.b., 
E.E., Director of Engineering and Architectural Works, Admiralty. 

(Beprinted from the Official Beport.) 

In accordance with instructions from the Lords Coramissioners of the Admiralty, 
•contained in a letter from their Secretary, dated the 30th December, 1869, 
■directing us " to proceed to Egypt, and to obtain on the spot the fullest 
information in our power as to the present condition of the Suez Canal and 
the Works proposed to be carried out in connection with it, and to report to 
"what extent the Canal may be expected to be available for the purposes of 
Her Majesty's Naval Service, including- the Transport Service, to and from the 
Bast," we have now the honour to make the following Report : — 

1. Leaving London on the 13th of January, we proceeded through France 
to Marseilles, thence to Spezzia and Brindisi, at each of which places we 
remained a short time to inspect the engineering and naval works in prc^ess, 
and reached Alexandria on the 28th of January, where H.M.'s surveying vessel 
Newport, Captain Nares, was waiting to convey us to Port Said. 

2. Sailing from Alexandria at noon of the 29th, Port Said was reached early 
on the morning of the 30th ; on the passage were passed the three iron pile 
lighthouses on the Bosetta Mouth, Brulos Point, and Damietta entrance of the 
Nile, which are all but complete, and when lighted will prove most useful 
guides to vessels passing along this low and shallow coast, where the currents 
are uncertain, and after westerly winds sometimes attain a velocity of 2 miles 
an hour, with an indraught setting strongly into the bights : on this account 
vessels will do well not to approach the shore nearer than 7 or 8 miles. The 
high light of Port Said, which stands at the inner end of the western break- 
water, was seen at a distance of 25 miles ; and bringing it on a bearing, s. w. i w., 
we steered in on that course, passing the end of the western breakwater, within 
i of a mile, in 5 fathoms of water, and then between the buoys which mark 
the channel, into the inner basin, carrying 25, 26, and 27 feet of water, 
occasionally 28 feet, where the vessel was secured to the mooring buoy of the 
" Messageries Imperiales." 

3. No time was lost in communicating with the English vice-consul, who 
introduced us to the Egyptian governor, and to the officials of the Canal 
Company, viz., M. Pointel, Captain in the French Imperial Navy, chief of the 
transit and navigation departments at Port Said, and M. Blondel, at present 
the resident chief engineer for the whole of the Canal works ; from these gentle- 
men we received the most ready offers of assistance, and a promise that the 
whole of the drawings and other documents in their possession should be placed 
at our disposal. 

4. During the day a cursory examination of the beach line to the westward 
of the Port, and of the Port itself, was made ; from which it was decided that 
it would be desirable to make a more detailed survey of it than already existed ; 
it was arranged accordingly to leave behind a party from the Neivport, for this 
j)urpose, while we proceeded with the examination of the canal. 



